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Honorable Arne H. Carlsont
Today we share our hurt over the loss of a very dear friend,
Anne Simonett. We have heard about Anne in the context of
family and profession, but she had a special magnificence that
deeply touched all of our lives.
There was no appointment to the Bench that gave me
greater pleasure, and I was not certain why until we had that sad
meeting in February. I dreaded that session for I feared that the
optimism we had shared over the past months would yield to a
more tragic reality.
She sat in the office and explained the necessity of retire-
ment, and she did it as if presenting a legal brief-thorough,
logical and direct. I finally interrupted and declared: "Anne, I
do not know about you, but I am an emotional basketcase."
From there, we talked, we shared, we cried.
She remarked that she would like to take a trip with her
husband and children. Undoubtedly, this meant Paris or Tahiti.
But no, she thought a trip to Duluth with her family would be
a delight.
That is precisely what was so special about Anne. Clearly,
it was not the destination that was important-it was the quality
of the journey.
This love of the journey of life is what allowed her to enter
all of our lives. She loved her family. Remember the Bar
Association gathering when we honored Supreme Court Justice
John Simonett? Anne and her sisters did a musical review that
brought tears of laughter from us all. Oh, there were fine
speeches and tributes but nothing as memorable as the Simonett
sisters trying to imitate Vaudeville. It radiated love.
To her, love and excellence were woven as one. She loved
the academic and excelled. She loved music and excelled. She
loved justice and excelled. Very simply and carefully she crafted
all these pursuits with her love of family, friends, religion and
community.
t Governor, State of Minnesota.
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Now, we have lost a dear-very dear-friend. Anne, thank
you for taking us on that journey. We loved you-and always
will.
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